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HOSTING OF THE AFRICAN CULTURAL MUSIC AND DANCE FESTIVAL: GCWALA NGA MASIKO- NATION BUILDING THROUGH CULTURAL DIVERSITY. 10 TO 12 AUGUST 2007 
The Department of Arts and Culture (DAC) in partnership with Arts and culture Dance Association ( ACUMDA) will host a major cultural event from 10 to 12 August 2007. 
The aim of this event is to promote and foster interaction amongst the people of Southern Africa in their diverse cultures and backgrounds in order to stimulate dialogue and pride as Africans.

The following countries have been invited and accepted the invitation:
· Swaziland to be hosted by Mpumalanga

· Burundi to be hosted by Gauteng
· Ghana to be hosted by Eastern Cape
· Democratic Republic of Congo to be hosted by Gauteng
· Namibia to be hosted by Northern Cape
· Lesotho to be hosted by Free State
· Mozambique to be hosted by Kwazulu Natal
· Zimbabwe to be hosted by Limpopo Province
· Botswana to be hosted by North West
The main event will be preceded by cultural workshops on Friday 10 August with all nine Provinces of South Africa each partnering with a selected country geographically closest to it. This will culminate into a major Cultural Festival with seminars on 12 August 2007 at Jabulani Amphitheatre in Soweto Johannesburg.
The main objective of the event is to:

· stimulate interaction and dialogue in taking pride in our cultural diversity by fostering unity in diversity;

·  create tangible communication avenues between governments departments and specific communities;

· broaden constructive interaction on key socio-economic issues; and 

· respect for tradition and culture. 

The key output of the workshop will be to harness and foster social cohesion and justice, regional and continental co-operation, to fight xenophobia in the efforts to promote Moral Regeneration in Africa.

The DAC requests the Provincial Department of Arts and Culture to assist with the preparations for the workshops and also nominate a cultural group that would represent the Province during this event as well as a traditional leader to host the participating country.
The venues for the workshops to be conducted on 10 August 2007 are as follows:

· Mpumalanga- Piet-Ritief
· Gauteng- Uncle Toms Hall (Orlando)
· Gauteng- Ke-Ditselane Multicultural Village (Vosloorus)
· Eastern Cape- King Mathanzima’s House- Umtata
· Northern Cape- Mc Gregor Museum (Kimberley)
· Limpopo- Sdalmada Oasis Lodge (Polokwane)
· North West- Hotel School Division
· Kwazulu Natal- Entomeni Chiefs Place
· Free State- Bloemfontein Museum
