UCH QUESTIONNAIRE 
UNESCO Convention on the protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage

1. Do you believe that South Africa should ratify the UNESCO Convention on the protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage?

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. I do not know 
2. For whose benefit do you believe the signing of the UNESCO Convention on the protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage will be?
a.    The South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) & Museums 
b.    Salvors
c.    General public
d. Heritage preservation and promotion

e. All of the above

f. None of the above

3. Do you believe that ratifying the UNESCO on the protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage would assist in protecting South African shipwrecks against unscrupulous treasure-hunters?

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. I do not know 
4. Do you believe that South Africa would be able to fulfil its commitments in terms of the UNESCO Convention on the protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage? 

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. I do not know 

5. Do you believe that South Africa faces some unique problems which may not, at this stage, make ratifying the UNESCO Convention on the protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage the best option? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. I do not know

If so, which are these problems?
a. Comment: 
6. Do you believe that the Government and its agencies do enough to educate the public as to the importance of Underwater Cultural Heritage / Maritime Archaeology?

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. I do not know 

7. If South Africa does not ratify the Convention, how else should it go about preserving and promoting South African underwater cultural heritage?

a. Allocate or increase funding to maritime museums, SAHRA and other capable heritage institutions 

b. Provide for tertiary qualifications in maritime archaeology, conservation of maritime archaeological objects, or related fields of study

c. Increase local community involvement (where wrecks are located near the coast)

d. Provide funding for maritime archaeological studies, either at a national tertiary institute or international 

e. Facilitate international cooperation and exchange programmes 

f. Engage in interdepartmental agreements between DAC, DEAT, and DoD

g. Embark on a national inventory of maritime archaeological sites 

h. Amend legislation to increase penalties for unauthorised salvage activities and the sale of heritage objects

i. Facilitate public-private-partnerships with reputable salvers what work in cooperation with SAHRA and qualified maritime archaeologists to ensure that South African heritage objects are protected 

j. All of the above

k. None of the above

l. Other suggestions: 

8. Why should South Africa ratify / not ratify the UNESCO Convention on the protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage?

a. Comment:

Please return completed forms to Carina.Malherbe2@dac.gov.za or fax (012) 441 3441.

