South African and Swedish Development Objectives

South Africa

The South African strategic goals for Arts and Culture are outlined in the White Paper on Arts and Culture and Heritage - "All our Legacies, Our Common Future - June 1996", in particular
- Redistribution, redress and access
      - Human Resource Development

These guidelines are further developed in the strategic plan of the Department      of Arts and Culture where it is stated that the objectives include


· To develop the economic potential of arts and culture, thereby alleviating poverty. 

· To develop the creative potential of the arts through education and training and support for a wide range of arts activities.
· To create sustainable performing arts industry based on access, excellence, diversity and redress, to encourage the development and to celebrate the full range of South Africa's performing arts heritage.
· To create access to the arts especially for the previously disadvantaged communities: gender equality, the youth and disabled.
· To ensure South Africa's presence in the international arena of arts and culture, and service bilateral and multilateral agreements, as well as facilitating exchanges emanating from these agreements.

· To ensure South Africa's presence in SADAC, NEPAD and other continental initiatives.

Sweden

The overriding objective of the Swedish international development is to contribute to an environment supportive of poor people's own efforts to improve their quality of life. This includes the promotion of conditions and processes leading to long-term and sustainable poverty reduction. Poverty is seen as dynamic, multi-dimensional and context specific and characterised not only by lack of material resources but also lack of power, choice, opportunity and security. There are a number of considerations central in order to replace vicious circles with virtuous ones, allowing people to improve their situation of life. Following topics are focal points in the Swedish development co-operation:

- peace
- democratic governance
- economic and social development
- sustainable use of the environment

The following objectives, serves as guidelines for the Swedish Cultural Policy in the 21st century:


· To safeguard freedom of expression and to create the conditions for everyone to truly make use of it.
· To ensure that everyone is able to take part in cultural life, to experience culture and to engage in creative activities themselves. 

· To promote cultural diversity, artistic renewal and quality and thereby counteract the negative effects of commercialism.
· To provide culture with the conditions for being a dynamic, challenging and independent force in society.
· To preserve and use our cultural heritage.
To promote cultural aspirations.
· To encourage international cultural exchange and the meeting between different cultures within this country.
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