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SECTION 1
General Information
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I have the honour of submitting the Annual Report of the Department of Arts and Culture for the period 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2011.

_______________________________________

SIBUSISO XABA

Director-General

Department of Arts and Culture
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VISION

The vision of the Department of Arts and Culture (DAC) is to develop and preserve South African culture 

to ensure social cohesion and nation building.

MISSION

The mission of the DAC is to -

•	 develop and promote arts and culture in South Africa and mainstream its role in social development;

•	 develop and promote the official languages of South Africa and enhance the linguistic diversity of 

the country;

•	 improve economic and other development opportunities for South African arts and culture nationally 

and globally through mutually beneficial partnerships, thereby ensuring the sustainability of the 

sector;

•	 develop and monitor the implementation of policy, legislation and strategic direction for the 

identification, conservation and promotion of cultural heritage;

•	 guide, sustain and develop the archival, heraldic and information resources of the nation to empower 

citizens through full and open access to these resources.

VALUES

The DAC subscribes to the values of professionalism, competence, integrity, accountability and 

transparency

LEGISLATIVE MANDATE

The mandate of the department is derived from the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, including 

from the Preamble and Founding Provisions, in particular:

Section 16 (1)

Everyone has the right to freedom of expression, which includes.

a) freedom of the press and other media; 

b) freedom to receive or impart information or ideas; 

c) freedom of artistic creativity; and 

d) academic freedom and freedom of scientific research

Section 30

Everyone has the right to use the language and to participate in the cultural life of their choice, but no one 

exercising these rights may do so in a manner inconsistent with any provision of the Bill of Rights.

Section 32 (1)

Everyone has the right of access to.

a) any information held by the state; and 

b) any information that is held by another person and that is required for the exercise or protection of any 

rights

The primary legislative of the Department emanates from the following Acts:

•	Promotion	of	Access	to	 Information	Act,	2000	(No.	2	of	2000)	 •	National	Heritage	Resources	Act,	1999	

(Act	No.	25	of	1999)	•	National	Heritage	Council	Act,	1999	(Act	No.	11	of	1999)	•	Cultural	Institutions	Act,	

1998	(Act	No.	119	of	1998)	•	South	African	Geographical	Names	Council	Act,	1998	(Act	No.	118	of	1998)	 

•	National	Library	of	South	Africa	Act,	1998	(Act	No.	92	of	1998)	•	South	African	Library	for	the	Blind	Act,	

1998	(Act	No.	91	of	1998)	•	National	Film	and	Video	Foundation	Act,	1997	(Act	No.	73	of	1997)	•	National	

Arts	Council	Act,	1997	(Act	No.	56	of	1997)	•	Legal	Deposit	Act,	1997	(Act	No.	54	of	1997)	•	National	Archives	

and	Record	Service	of	South	Africa	Act,	1996	(Act	No.	43	of	1996)	•	Pan	South	African	Language	Board	Act,	

1995	(Act	No.	59	of	1995)	•	Culture	Promotion	Act,	1983	(Act	No.	35	of	1983)	•	Heraldry	Act,	1962	(Act	No.	

18 of 1962).
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FOREWORD BY THE MINISTER OF ARTS AND CULTURE

As we recall the year that has passed, we shall remember 2010 as a 

period when Africa’s time had come and when we as South Africa 

took centre-stage as the eyes of the world focused on our country. 

This was a truly remarkable year and will stand out in the memory of 

South Africa and indeed the world as we hosted the best ever FIFA 

World Cup - the first in Africa with 3,1 million spectators viewing the 

tournaments at the venues. It changed the way the world perceives 

South Africa and certainly Africa. The Department of Arts and Culture 

is proud to have played a substantial role in this period. All of the 

country’s institutions together with Government collaborated closely 

to achieve this spectacular and lasting legacy. This period gave South 

Africans a glimpse of what we would like South Africa to be. It proved 

that South Africa can achieve its goals when we all pull together. 

The Department of Arts and Culture (“DAC”) took this great opportunity to showcase South African and 

African Arts, Culture and Heritage in all the centres of the country hosting the tournaments. An ambitious 

plan of all disciplines of art was rolled out throughout the country. Booklets of programmes on offer 

throughout this period were distributed at various entry points. As a nation we pushed ourselves beyond 

our limits to realise our dreams! This was accomplished because our country and continent is blessed with 

a wealth of arts, cultures and languages. Our vision was to harness these to engender social cohesion and 

enhance nation building.  The nation demonstrated high levels of unity and patriotism, proving that it is 

within reach.

The DAC ensured that the Fan Parks were supported by various performance artists and that exhibitions 

of visual arts and crafts were well displayed for sale. In fact, the DAC set up Public Viewing Areas with 

large screens and similar art support in other areas of the country so that many people could enjoy the 

tournaments.

One of the exhibitions that stands out, is the Pace 2010 Exhibition, which displayed unique and cutting-

edge contemporary creations of arts and crafts sourced from various countries on the continent putting 

paid to the stereotypes associated with Africa.

Last year as part of our Legacy Projects we upgraded the graves of Ma Charlotte Maxeke, Ma Lillian Ngoyi 

and Ma Helen Joseph and declared them National Heritage Sites.  We inaugurated the Dulcie September 

Annual Lecture at the University of the Western Cape and established two postgraduate bursaries 

and 10 undergraduate bursaries in her honour. The Concept Design for the Sarah Bartmann Centre of 

Remembrance was unveiled in August 2010.  We also inaugurated National Awards for Women Artists and 

set up an Annual African Women Writers’ Symposium. 

To promote a culture of reading and writing we inaugurated the National Book Week last year.  The 

Second Phase of the African Classics was launched late last year. South Africa Participated at the Shanghai 

Expo for over three months with dynamic changes in our Pavilion. South Africa was proud when our 

renowned multi-media artist William Kentridge received the coveted Kyoto Award for Arts and Philosophy 

in November last year. Other artists who received world accolades were the Handspring Puppet Theatre 

Artists, Adrian Kohler and Basil Jones, who received prestigious Tony Awards for their successful play “The 

War Horse” and Xoliswa Sithole for winning a second BAFTA and a Peabody Award (the oldest multimedia 

award) for her documentary “The Orphans of Nkandla”. 
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To show our commitment to strengthening the film industry with a view to further job creation and to 

economic growth and development we have made R130 million available to the National Film and Video 

Foundation (NFVF) over the next three years.  This increases our investment in the production of local films. 

I thank all the officials who were prepared to walk the extra mile to make the programmes of the 

Department effective. With their continued inputs we can make this Department successful. 

_______________________________________

MR PAUL MASHATILE (MP)

Minister of Arts and Culture

“Magnificent Fridays” to promote sport as a form of nation-building and social cohesion.
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FOREWORD BY THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF ARTS AND CULTURE

The year 2010 was exceptional as South Africa hosted a successful 

FIFA World Cup, the first time in Africa.  It provided the Department of 

Arts and Culture a great opportunity to showcase the arts, culture and 

heritage of not only South Africa but of Africa, which the Minister has 

mentioned in his Foreword. 

The DAC is the lead Department in Government for the drive towards 

social cohesion and nation building. After a hectic World Cup Year we 

resumed promoting provincial dialogues and actively driving Social 

Cohesion again, leading to a Summit later in 2011. As we implement 

this campaign, we will go out to the streets, the taxi ranks, the train 

stations and the shopping centres to engage communities to host 

conversations about the values that make us South Africans.

The DAC promotes a culture of reading and writing in all South African official languages. One of the 

ways we do so is through Community Libraries, which are pivotal to this task. I am therefore extremely 

pleased to announce that we have embarked on a programme of recapitalization. The first three years 

of this programme have been successful. In the next three years the Department has been allocated 

an additional R1,6 billion by the National Treasury to expand access to library and international services, 

especially in previously disadvantaged areas. Public internet access facilities are being installed in all 

libraries in an effort to bridge the digital divide.  Since this programme started, 170 libraries have been 

upgraded and 20 new libraries have been built.

Closely connected with libraries is the book sector. The South African book sector has become globally 

competitive as the volumes of the work produced by our writers continue to grow appreciably. Our writers 

also continue to accumulate many national and international awards, making our country proud. The DAC 

is committed to the preservation, development and promotion of South African literature. The promotion 

of reading and writing leads to the development of a sustainable book industry, one that supports the 

development of books in all South African languages.  

According to an industry survey released by the Publishers’ Association of South Africa (PASA) in 2006, 

the South African book sector recorded a staggering R5 billion net turnover per annum. The publishing 

industry employs over 3 000 people on a full time basis and over 2 400 freelancers. There are more than 

7 000 people employed in the printing industry.  We send delegations of our writers and participate in 

many international book festivals in an effort to create international markets for our literature. We also held 

our first and successful African Women Writers’ Symposium at the Windybrow Theatre, a Pan African Centre 

of the Arts, in Johannesburg, in August 2010. An outcome of this was the African Women Writers’ Network 

that will help to boost women’s writing on the continent and the Diaspora. 

The DAC together with the South African Book Development Council established the National Book Week 

(NBW) in September with resounding success. It will be celebrated throughout the country from 5 to  

11 September in 2011.

Another area of social cohesion is the work being done by the South African Geographical Names Council. 

When they receive requests from individuals and municipalities, they look at names that promote national 

unity and reflect our common identity. Many name changes were effected to correct the spellings of the 

names used, especially in Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-Natal. 
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The use of all official languages remains an important part of building our national identity and 

promoting national pride. As part of the DAC preparations for 2010 FIFA World Cup we embarked on 

a Soccer Terminology Project. Soccer terms were developed in official African languages to encourage 

multilingualism. A booklet was produced and an electronic version was widely distributed before the 

World Cup. 

The ‘Fly the Flag Project’ was an important part of our preparations towards the 2010 World Cup.  It was 

highly successful as people went out to buy all sizes of the flags and displayed them in their vehicles, 

houses, businesses, and at the stadiums. Municipalities displayed the flags of all participating countries 

lining the main streets of the cities hosting the tournaments.  They were festive, colourful and educational. 

The programmes and achievements reflected in this Annual Report illustrate the role played by the 

Department of Arts and Culture in strengthening and shaping our identity as a nation, a nation united 

in diversity, a nation that has overcome our adversity and a nation founded on the noble principles of 

equality and human dignity for all.  The report also highlights the important role that arts, culture and 

heritage play in the economy of South Africa. 

_______________________________________

DR JOE PHAAHLA

Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture

30th Anniversary of the Matola Raid
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ACCOUNTING OFFICERS’ OVERVIEW

This Report addresses the financial period of 2010/11 at the 

Department of Arts and Culture. It deals with how the Department 

performed during this period to achieve its objectives aligned with 

the Government Programme of Action. 

The Department is tasked to lead and coordinate efforts to promote 

national identity and social cohesion. Popularising our national 

symbols, especially the National Flag and the National Anthem, during 

this important 2010 FIFA World Cup year was one of the foremost 

tasks, which was highly successful. A travelling exhibition of all the 

National Symbols and the National Orders was held in many cities 

during this period. 

The Bureau of Heraldry played a major role in popularising the National Flag and National Anthem during 

this entire period, promoting a greater and prouder sense of nationhood.  Most of the host cities were 

ablaze with our flags. 

The Department went all out to popularise venues in all the host cities by publishing an easy to carry 

booklet with listings of all the exhibitions, plays, dances, cinemas, music performances, crafts and heritage 

sites and the programmes on offer with all the details. This was immensely popular and was distributed at 

all airports, at toll booths on major highways and at cultural venues. 

During the period under review the Department began many capital refurbishments of the buildings of 

cultural institutions. One of them was the Windybrow in Johannesburg, which was revamped to become 

the Centre for African Arts, staging exciting plays and providing a platform for dance and music from 

different parts of Africa, making it a vibrant, attractive venue.

Likewise, the new Freedom Park in Pretoria continued to add new buildings as depicted in its large plan, 

the latest being //hapo, (dream), which will play a leading role in the reconciliation of all peoples of South 

Africa. It will contribute to redefining South Africa’s place in history and help shape its place in the world 

today and tomorrow.

The Northern Flagship, comprising a cluster of museums in the Johannesburg/Pretoria region, refurbished 

some of its buildings and was renamed The Ditsong like its sister institution The Iziko in Cape Town, which 

has added the Social History Museum to its cluster. The Department also presented its concept design for 

the Sarah Bartmann Centre of Rememberance in the Eastern Cape. After consultation with the public the 

Natal Museum changed its name to KwaZulu–Natal Museum, as gazetted in May 2010.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the officials in the Department who rose to the occasion 

and put their shoulders to the wheel to ensure that the Department was seen, heard and felt during this 

exciting period; without their effort we would not have achieved much. I would also like to thank the 

previous Director-General, Mr Themba Wakashe, for his great vision in setting up this Department and the 

Acting DG, Ms Veliswa Baduza, for holding the fort even though she was newly appointed as COO in the 

Department. 

_______________________________________

SIBUSISO XABA

Director-General

Department of Arts and Culture
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